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Quaker Hedgehog Pyn Pyllow by Nita Bishop 
http://jcbsleep.wordpress.com/ 
 
The moment I saw this Freebie (I saved the PDF on 6 Jan 2007), the idea for this pincushion sprang full-
blown into my mind.  Now, over two years later, here is the realization of that idea. 
 
First, you will need to flop the image.  Here are 
some step-by-step instructions using basic PC 
tools to do so: 
 
1. Open the PDF file. 
2. Change the zoom to Fit Page 
3. On your keyboard, hit Print Screen 
4. Open Paint  
5. Under Edit, select Paste 
6. Under Image, select Flip/Rotate 
7. Select Flip Horizontal and OK 
8. Use the Select Tool to highlight just the area 

you want to print 
9. Under Edit, select Cut 
10. Under File, select New 
11. A pop-up will ask if you want to save changes – select No 
12. Under Edit, select Paste 
13. Under File, Select Print Preview to be sure your image will 

print on a single page 
14. Ta-Da!  
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Now - On to the Stitching! 

First, do the backstitching, represented on this diagram by the black-red dashes -------- 
Please believe me, you want to do this FIRST. 

The solid red line ______________________ is a cutting guide – ignore it for now. 
I have indicated where the hedgehog’s nose is, to keep you oriented, as well as the topmost stitch and the tail 
stitch, so go ahead and complete all your crosses. 

 



I put my initials and date in the center section (which will be the bottom of the pincushion) 
 
Here’s my completed stitching: 

 
Now, cut out the piece, leaving ¼ to ½ inch seam 
allowances around the backstitching.  Remember the 
solid red line?  Use that as your guide.   You probably 
want to clip the curves and slash to the inside corners 
to make it easier to sew.  Just do so carefully.  



This is the hardest part for me to describe, and yet it is truly easy to do.  Maybe this diagram will help: 
 

1. Match points “a” and whipstitch together to point “b”  
(Sorry for the blurry pic – it’s hard to hold the work in one 
hand and take a pic with the other – lol!) 

 
 
2. Whipstitch 

across 
backstitching 
from “b” to 
“c” (making 
a “fake 
seam”) 

 
 

 
3. Match points “d” and whipstitch from “c” to “d” 
4. Repeat for the other side 
 
You’ll have something that looks like this, with the bottom seams sewn and one long seam working across 
the middle top: 



 
You want the bottom of the pincushion to be heavy, to keep it 
upright, so add some plastic pellets (like the kind used in “Beanie 
Babies”), dried beans, rice or whatever.  I used about an ounce. 
 

Add some fiberfill 
stuffing, wadding, 
bits of cotton or 
whatever you prefer 
to stuff pincushions 
with.  Begin whip 
stitching the top seam 
from the point of the 
nose (point “a” again) 
towards the tail (point 
“d”), adding a little 
more stuffing as you 
go to keep the 
cushion firmly 
stuffed.  When you 
reach the end, bury the thread deep in the middle of the 
pincushion. 
 

 
And here is my completed pincushion:   

Questions?  Feel free to contact me: jcbsleep at yahoo.com (make the appropriate correction). 
Hugs, 
Nita 


